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Monday	  September	  24,	  2012	  

	  
Working	  with	  Children	  Check	  unit	  under	  pressure	  

	  
The	  safety	  of	  thousands	  of	  children	  in	  Western	  Australia	  is	  potentially	  at	  risk	  with	  public	  servants	  under	  
massive	  pressure	  to	  process	  a	  backlog	  of	  Working	  With	  Children	  applications.	  
	  
An	  independent	  report	  tabled	  in	  State	  Parliament	  this	  month	  showed	  there	  were	  an	  estimated	  9300	  
applications	  yet	  to	  be	  processed	  at	  the	  end	  of	  May.	  
	  
Community	  and	  Public	  Sector	  Union/Civil	  Service	  Association	  Branch	  Secretary	  Toni	  Walkington	  said	  Working	  
with	  Children	  Screening	  Unit	  staff	  were	  obviously	  struggling	  with	  workload	  issues.	  
	  
“The	  Barnett	  Government	  needs	  to	  recognise	  that	  the	  under	  resourcing	  of	  this	  vital	  service	  has	  put	  the	  
community’s	  faith	  in	  Working	  with	  Children	  Checks	  in	  jeopardy,”	  Ms	  Walkington	  said.	  
	  
“It	  potentially	  puts	  children	  at	  risk,	  particularly	  with	  up	  to	  17%	  percent	  of	  applicants	  having	  some	  form	  of	  
criminal	  record.	  
	  
“The	  process	  can	  be	  sped	  up	  by	  the	  government	  committing	  more	  staff	  and	  adequate	  resources	  so	  more	  
applications	  are	  processed	  in	  a	  timely	  fashion.”	  
	  
Ms	  Walkington	  said	  it	  was	  another	  case	  of	  the	  Barnett	  Government	  not	  sharing	  the	  benefits	  of	  the	  mining	  
boom	  by	  making	  sure	  the	  public	  sector	  was	  adequately	  resourced	  to	  do	  the	  job	  the	  community	  expects	  it	  to	  
do.	  
	  
“We	  would	  like	  to	  know	  how	  Child	  Protection	  Minister	  Robyn	  McSweeney	  plans	  on	  strengthening	  the	  
legislation	  but	  more	  importantly	  what	  measures	  will	  be	  put	  in	  place	  to	  work	  through	  the	  backlog	  of	  
applications.	  
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