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Friday	  May	  17,	  2013	  

	  
Union	  questions	  Barnett	  Government’s	  cash	  splash	  on	  staff	  
	  
The	  Community	  and	  Public	  Sector	  Union/Civil	  Service	  Association	  has	  questioned	  the	  Barnett	  Government’s	  
cash	  splash	  to	  political	  staffers	  at	  a	  time	  when	  most	  in	  the	  public	  sector	  are	  facing	  staff	  freezes	  and	  working	  
with	  reduced	  resources.	  
	  	  
Given	  some	  of	  the	  pay	  increases	  Branch	  Secretary	  Toni	  Walkington	  said	  the	  government’s	  comments	  about	  
the	  need	  for	  financial	  restraint	  lose	  credibility.	  
	  	  
“This	  week	  the	  government	  has	  said	  it	  was	  looking	  for	  massive	  savings	  in	  the	  public	  sector	  but	  at	  the	  same	  
time	  they	  have	  approved	  pay	  rises	  between	  $15,000	  and	  $84,000	  –	  it	  just	  doesn’t	  make	  sense,”	  Ms	  Walkington	  
said.	  
	  	  
“We	  will	  always	  fight	  for	  improved	  pay	  and	  conditions	  for	  public	  servants	  but	  some	  of	  these	  rises	  are	  
extraordinary	  and	  something	  that	  most	  people	  in	  the	  community	  would	  struggle	  to	  accept.	  
	  	  
“It	  is	  hypocritical	  to	  tell	  heads	  of	  government	  agencies	  to	  scrutinise	  all	  their	  spending	  but	  then	  give	  huge	  pay	  
rises	  to	  a	  select	  few	  in	  the	  Premier’s	  inner	  sanctum.	  
	  	  
“We	  really	  have	  to	  question	  the	  integrity	  of	  the	  Premier	  on	  this	  one.”	  
	  	  
Ms	  Walkington	  said	  the	  higher	  salary	  classifications	  for	  this	  elite	  group	  would	  be	  a	  bitter	  pill	  to	  swallow	  for	  
most	  public	  servants	  who	  were	  taking	  on	  bigger	  workloads	  and	  the	  work	  of	  those	  jobs	  that	  have	  not	  been	  
backfilled	  by	  the	  Barnett	  Government’s	  staff	  freeze.	  
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